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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RL 1 With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in 
a text. 
 
Student Friendly: 
With help, I can ask and answer 
questions about important details in 
stories. 

Students will: 

 Ask and answer “’wh” questions.  

 During teacher-led picture walks students make connections 
between illustrations and text. 

 Ask and answer questions about important story elements; 
characters, setting, and plot in text. 

 Ask and answer questions about beginning, middle and end 
of the story. 

 
Teacher Strategies: 

 Teachers use a Thinking Map (each circle/bubble will 
represent an element; who, what, where, when, why, and 
how). 

 Teachers provide examples (e.g., “Who was in the story?”, 
“Where did the story take place?”, “How did the story end?”) 
for students to rehearse with a partner. Teachers then 
prompt students to ask questions, “Turn to your elbow 
buddy and ask each other the “wh” questions. 

 Teachers post question words, anchor charts or picture 
representations (who, what, where, when, why, and how) in 
the room as a reminder for before, during and after reading. 

 Teacher may include partner sharing: “Let’s discuss what we 
just read. Turn to your elbow buddy and take turns asking 
your buddy questions beginning with the words on the 
board.” 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 ask  

 “wh” questions 
(who, what, when, why, 
where) 

 plot 

 important event 

 answer 

 character 

 main idea 

 detail 

 question/questioning 

 setting 

 author/illustrator 

 text 
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Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RL 2 With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories including key details. 
 
Student Friendly: 
With help, I can retell the details of a 
kindergarten story.  
 

Students will: 

 Retell stories demonstrating an understanding of how story 

events move from a beginning, middle and an end. 

 Identify key details as they occurred in the story (sequential 

order). 

 Focus on key details that provide students with clues to 

support the identification of the central message or lesson. 

 

Teacher Strategies: 

 Teacher may include partner sharing: “Let’s discuss what we 

just read. Turn to your buddy and talk about an event that 

happened in the beginning… the middle…the end? 

 Teachers use a Thinking Map (Flow Map) to sequence events 

in a story. 

 Teacher guided, partner or small group discussion focusing 
around the question “What is the author telling or teaching 
us in this story?” 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 retell 

 end 

 next 

 order 

 beginning 

 first 

 last 

 important 

 middle 

 then 

 sequence 

 key detail 
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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RL 10 Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding. 
 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can read and understand 
kindergarten stories and poems. 

Students will: 

 Participate (e.g., react, speculate, join in, read along) when 
predictably patterned selections of fiction and poetry are 
read aloud. 

 Follow simple directions in small and whole group activities. 
 Share ideas, information, opinions and questions. 
 Listen and respond to stories, poems, and nonfiction. 
 Participate in group discussions. 

 
Teacher Strategies: 

 Read a broad range of high-quality literary texts. 

 Read from a wide and varied range of stories, poems and 
informational texts. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 
 

 purpose 
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Reading Standards 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RI 10 
a 

Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding of informational text. 
(Q1-Q4) 
 
(a)  Actively engage in group reading 
of informational and functional texts, 
including history/social studies, 
science and technical texts, with 
purpose and understanding. 
(AZ.K.RI.10) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can read and understand 
kindergarten nonfiction books. 

Students will: 

 Identify the purpose for reading text. 
 Restate facts from listening to text. 
 Respond appropriately to questions based on facts in text 

heard or read. 
 Participate in group discussions, share ideas, information, 

opinions and questions. 
 Listen and respond to a wide range of text. 

 
Teacher Strategies: 
 Teachers should read a wide range of text including:  

biographies and autobiographies; books about history,                       
social studies, science and the arts; technical text, including 
directions, forms, and information displayed in graphs, charts, 
or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics.  

 A wide range of reading will build background knowledge, 
vocabulary and concepts. 
 

 

Instructional Vocabulary: 
 

 background knowledge 

 cause 

 effect 

 fiction 

 nonfiction 
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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RF 1 
a 
b 
c 
d 

Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of 
print.  
(a)  Follow words from left to right, 
top to bottom, and page by page. 
(b)  Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters 
(c)  Understand that words are 
separated by spaces in print. 
(d)  Recognize and name all upper 
and lower case letters of the 
alphabet (Q1-Q2) 

Students will: 
(a)  Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by 
page. 

 Using a pointer and a piece of text, teacher models how to 
follow print text from left to right, top to bottom and page to 
page. 

(b)  Recognize that spoken words are represented in written 
language by specific sequences of letters 

 Teacher models the spoken/written word to pictures and 
objects; student name/student, picture of dog to word dog 

(c)  Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 

 Using a pointer and a piece of text, teacher models how to 
follow print by pointing to spaces between words 

(d)  Recognize and name all upper and lower case letters of the 
alphabet 
In whole or small group teacher practices letter naming fluency 
using flash cards, Letter of the Day, games, Thinking Maps, songs, 
rhymes, center activities, etc. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 words 

 letters 

 alphabet 

 uppercase letters 

 sequence 

 lowercase letters 

 print 

 recognize 

 name 

 written 

 top 

 bottom 

 left  

 right 

 page 
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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RF 2 
a 
b 
c 
d 

Demonstrate understanding of 
spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes) 
(a)  Recognize and produce rhyming 
words. 
(b)  Count, pronounce, blend and 
segment syllables and spoken words. 
(c)  Blend and segment onset and 
rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 
(d)  Isolate and pronounce the initial, 
medial vowel, and final sounds 
(phonemes) in three-phoneme (CVC) 
words. (This does not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 
(e)  Add or substitute individual 
sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-
syllable words to make new words. 
(Q1-Q4) 

Students will: 
(a) Recognize and produce rhyming words 

 Teacher models rhyming using read alouds, poems, songs, 
picture cards, etc. 

(b)  Count, pronounce, blend and segment syllables and spoken 
words 

 Kindergarten students recognize that words are made up of 
parts (syllables). Given a one, two or three syllable words, 
they can count/clap/tap the number of syllables in the word 
(e.g., chair (1); dessert (2); museum (3). They can, orally, put 
syllables together (blend) to make a word (e.g., ti – ger = 
tiger) and they can take syllables apart (segment) (e.g., 
dinosaur = di – no – saur). 

(c)  Blend and segment onset and rimes of single-syllable spoken 
words 

 Given the word “cat” students will segment the onset from 
the rime such as; /c/ and /at/ and then blend the sounds to 
make the whole word 

(d)  Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final 
sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme (CVC) words. (This does 
not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

 Given the word, “cat”, students can isolate and pronounce 
the three sounds /c/ /a/ /t/.  

(e)  Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, 
one-syllable words to make new words (Q1-Q4) 
Given the word “mop” and told to substitute the /t/ sound for 
the /m/ sound, students are able to pronounce the new word 
/top/.Then if told to change the /o/ sound to an /a/ sound, 
students are able to identify and pronounce the new word /tap/. 

Instructional  Vocabulary: 

 sounds 

 onset-rime 

 C-V-C 

 blend (blending) 

 phonemes 

 vowel 

 isolate 

 segment (segmenting) 

 syllable 

 consonant 

 substitution 

 initial sound 

 medial sound vowel 

 final sound 

 rhyming 

 produce 

 letter naming 
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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RF 3 
a 
b 
c 
d 

Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
(a)  Demonstrate basic knowledge of 
one-to-one letter sound 
correspondences by producing the 
primary or many of the most 
frequent sounds for each consonant. 
(b)  Associate the long and short 
sounds with common spellings 
(graphemes) for the five major 
vowels. 
(c)  Read common high-frequency 
words by sight 
(d)  Distinguish between similarly 
spelled words by identifying the 
sounds of the letters that differ. (Q1-
Q4)  
Q1 sight word mastery: 25-30 words 

Students will: 
(a) Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter sound 

correspondences by producing the primary or many of the 
most frequent sounds for each consonant 

 Say the letter sounds 
(b) Associate the long and short sounds with common spellings 

(graphemes) for the five major vowels 

 Quarters 1 & 2 the focus is on short vowel sounds followed 
by long vowel sounds in Quarters 3 & 4 

(c) Read common high-frequency words by sight 

 Q1 sight word mastery: 10-15 
(d) Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the 

sounds of the letters that differ(Q1-Q4)  
Given the words “mop” “top” and “tap”, students can “sound 
out” the words and, then, tell the teacher or their partners why 
the words are not the same. (i.e., “mop” has the beginning sound 
of /m/, but the beginning sound in “top” is /t/ and “tap” has the 
/a/ vowel sound and not the /o/ vowel sound as in the other two 
words. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 sounds 

 phonics 

 word analysis 

 grapheme 

 vowel 

 associate 

 letter-sound 
correspondence 

 high frequency 

 consonant 

 distinguish 

 spellings 

 medial sound vowel 

 final sound 

 initial sound 

 identifying 

 differ 

 encoding 
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Kindergarten Quarter 2 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

K RF 4 Read emergent reader texts with 
purpose and understanding (Q1-Q4) 

Students will: 

 Using the flexible grouping structure of guided reading, 
develop and deliver meaningful guided reading lessons that 
introduce students to concepts of print, letter sound 
relationships, and sight word recognition to effectively read 
connected text.   

 
*This standard taught throughout the year. Use instructional 
vocabulary as a guide for your instruction.  

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 fluency/fluently 

 prosody 

 accuracy 

 rate 

 automaticity 

 word recognition 

 expression 

 tone 

 phrasing/phrases/ 
clauses/ meaningful 
chunks 

 connected text 

 oral reading 

 choral reading 

 partner reading 

 repeated reading 

 Reader’s Theater 

 running record 

 words correct per 
minute (WCPM) 

 emergent reader-text 
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