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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RL 1 Ask and answer such questions as 
who, what, where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can ask and answer questions about 
important details in stories. 
 

Students will: 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 
of characters, setting, major events and key details.  

 Ask and answer who, what, when, where and how questions 
and locate evidence in text to craft their questions and 
support their answers. 

 Make connections during class or small group discussions of 
the text and build on what others have said. 

 Make personal connections between the text using their 
background knowledge. 

Teaching strategies: 

 Teachers model asking questions (who, what, where, when 
why, and how) to elicit student responses to story. 

 Teacher models using Thinking Maps (Bubble, Circle, Tree 
Map) to describe key details. 

 Teachers include partner sharing to help facilitate discussion 
about the text such as, “Who is the main character in the 
story?” “Where did the story take place?” “When is the story 
happening?” etc. 

 Teachers will reinforce questioning skills during small group 
instruction. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 answer 

 location/setting 

 perspective 

 author/illustrator 

 main idea 

 subplot 

 characters 

 narrator 

 text 

 explicit evidence 

 fable, fairy tale, myth 

 questioning 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RL 3 Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and 
challenges. (Q1-Q4) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can tell the characters, setting 
and what happens in stories. 

Students will: 

 Retell key ideas and details that are most relevant to the text. 

 Participate in character and event analysis to better understand 
the story structure. 

 Compare and contrast the actions of the characters throughout the 
story. 

Teaching strategies: 

 
 Teacher model how to complete the Character/Events Chart 

below: (with the goal being students will complete this 
independently by the end of Quarter 3). 

 Using a text of your choice, as the story is read have student focus 
on the similarities and differences of the characters. 

 Model using a Double Bubble Map to compare and contrast the 
characters and key details. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 describe/description 

 character 

 settings 

 events 

 sequence 

 plot 

 major/minor 

 key details 

 narratives 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RL 6 Acknowledge difference in points of 
view of characters; including by 
speaking in a different voice for each 
character when reading dialogue 
aloud (Q1-Q4). 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can tell the difference between my 
point of view from the narrator or 
character.  
I can determine the author’s purpose 
for writing the story. 

Students will: 

 Understand the different points of view in a story from 
different characters perspectives (i.e. The Three Little Pigs 
and the Big Bad Wolf). 

 Students can change their voice and expression to read a 
characters dialogue from a text. 

 Read the same sentence or phrase differently depending on 
the character they are given (i.e. detective voice, cowboy 
voice, pirate voice, princess voice, snake voice etc.). 

Teaching strategies: 

 Teacher will facilitate discussion about different points of 
view for each character. 

 Teacher will model reading using different voices, emotions 
and expression. 

 Teacher will use Readers Theaters to practice reading in 
different voices and expressions. 

 Teacher will use Thinking Maps such as Double Bubble Maps 
to compare the characters different points of views. 

 Teacher will have students read a sentence using a different 
voice given a specific character. 

 Teacher and students will compare and contrast different 
productions of a piece such as music, videos, art or comics. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

  point of view 

 dialogue 

 perspective 

 expression 

 feeling, emotion 

 voice 

 opinion 

 reason 
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Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 
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10 
 

Use information gained from 
the illustrations and words in 
a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding 
of its characters, setting or 
plot. 
Student Friendly: 
I can explain how the author 
uses illustrations to help the 
meaning in a story. 
 
By the end of the year, read 
and comprehend literature, 
including stories and poetry, 
in the grades 2-3 text 
complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 
(Q1-4) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can read and understand 
second grade stories and 
poems. 

Students will: 

 Retell a story using their own pictures or cartoon frames. 

 Use illustrations to deepen their understanding of a story and relate it to 
evidence found in the text. 

Teaching strategies: 

 Teacher use picture walks to model predicting a story using visual cues. 

 Teacher will use picture cards and different types of text (comic strips) to 
understand character feelings based on their expressions. 

 
 
 
Students will: 

 Read grade level material with appropriate rate (speed), accuracy (precision), and 
prosody (expression). 

 Be exposed to the differences in reading different types of texts with appropriate 
rhythm, pacing, intonation, and expression relevant to the text. 

 
Teaching strategies: 

 Teacher will expose students to different types of literatures and read aloud. 

 Teacher can use foldables, Thinking Maps, and interactive journals to help 
comprehend various texts. 

 2nd – 3rd grade Lexile band is 450-790 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 Retell 

 Illustrations 

 Predict 

 Characters 

 Setting 

 Plot  
 
 
 
 
Instructional Vocabulary: 

 prose 

 poetry 

 analyze 

 compare and contrast 

 discussion/dialogue 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RI 1 Ask and answer such questions as 
who, what, where, when, why and 
how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can ask and answer questions about 
important details in nonfiction books. 

Students will: 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in informational text.  

 Ask and answer who, what, when, where and how questions 
and locate evidence in text to craft their questions and 
support their answers. 

 Make connections during class or small group discussions of 
the text and build on what others have said. 

 Make personal connections between the text using their 
background knowledge. 

 
Teaching strategies: 

 Teachers model asking questions (who, what, where, when 
why, and how) to elicit student responses to informational 
text.  

 Teacher models using Thinking Maps (Bubble, Circle, Tree 
Map) to describe key details. 

 Teachers include partner sharing to help facilitate discussion 
about the text such as, “What is text about?” “How does 
each paragraph help us understand the text?” etc. 

 Teachers will reinforce questioning skills during small group 
instruction. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 main idea 

 paragraph 

 procedure 

 series of events 

 steps 

 who, what, where, when, 
why, how 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RI 4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 
topic of subject area. 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can ask and answer questions about 
informational text so that I know 
what it means. 

Students will: 

 Look at the sentence before and after to help build meaning 
of new vocabulary (context clues). 

 Use knowledge of context clues, picture clues, illustrations, 
graphs and word structure to determine the meaning of an 
unknown word. 

 Use prior knowledge to help determine the meaning of an 
unknown word.   

 Use knowledge of prefix, suffix, and root words to help find 
the meaning of an unknown word.   

Teacher will: 

 Model replacing unknown words with synonyms or antonyms 
to understand the new vocabulary word. 

 Keep a growing word bank/word wall/anchor chart of people, 
vocabulary, and phrases that come up in this unit. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 antonyms/opposites 

 context clues 

 dictionary 

 time order words (after, 
before, since, until, when) 

 prefix 

 suffix 

 synonyms/same 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RI 5 Know and use various text features 
(e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text 
efficiently. (Q1-Q4) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can identify features of text to find 
information in expository text and 
electronic search tool. 

Students will: 

 Students highlight text features in a text such as: Glossaries, 
graphs, charts and diagrams, index, maps, photos, 
illustrations, captions, table of contents. 

 Students will explain the purpose of each text feature and 
how it helps them understand the text. 

 Students will apply their knowledge of text features to every 
day reading. 

Teaching strategies: 

 Provide a wide variety of materials that exposes students to 
different types of text features. 

 Teacher will model how text features add meaning to help 
clarify informational text. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 bold print 

 captions 

 electronic menus 

 digital sources 

 glossary 

 icons 

 index 

 key facts  

 locate information 

 subheadings 

 text features 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RI 7 Explain how specific images 
contribute to and clarify a text. (Q1-
Q4) 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can identify how images help me 
understand a text.  

Students will: 

 Given a diagram or other image, students can write two or 
three sentences explaining the image and how it connects to 
the text. 

 Students will determine whether the image clarifies or does 
not clarify the text. 

 Understand how diagram grabs readers’ attention and 
conveys a message. 
 

Teaching strategies: 

 Teacher will ask students why the author wrote/added these 
images to the text.  (What did she want to explain? Describe?  
What questions did she want to answer?  Why are there so 
many photographs?). 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 diagram 

 explain 

 graphic organizer 

 images 

 analyze 

 reasons 

 clarify 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RF 3  
a 
b 
f 

Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
(a)    Distinguish long and short 
vowels when reading regularly 
spelled one-syllable words 
(b)    know spelling-sound 
correspondences for additional 
common vowel teams (Q1-Q2) 
 (f) Recognize and read grade-
appropriate irregularly spelled words 
(Q1-Q4). 
 
Student Friendly: 
I can decode words using my phonics 
skills. 

Students will: 
(a)    Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly 
spelled one-syllable words. 

 Students will use a Tree Map to sort short and long vowel 
words. 

(b)    Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional   
common vowel teams (Q1-Q2). 

 Use knowledge of spelling patterns such as diphthongs, and 
special vowel spellings when reading. 

(f) Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 

 Use sight words in their spelling list and in their writing. 

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 syllable 

 phonics 

 word analysis 

 decoding 

 long vowel 

 vowel 

 vowel teams 

 prefixes 

 spelling-sound 
correspondence 

 suffixes 

 consonant 

 short vowel 

 silent -e 

 distinguish 
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Second Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Literature, Informational and Foundational Skills 
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 Arizona College and Career Ready 

Standards 
Explanation and Instructional Vocabulary 

2 RF 4  
a 
b 
c 

Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension. 
a) Read on-level text with purpose 

and understanding. 
b) Read on-level text orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive 
readings. 

c) Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary (Q1-Q4) 

 
Student Friendly: 
I can read on-level text well. 

Students will: 
a) Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 Students will understand the purpose of reading specific text 
and its importance. 

b) Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 

 Practice during small group timed reading to promote 
fluency. 

c) Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary (Q1-Q4) 

 Students will self-monitor their reading by listening for 
mistakes and will self-correct/ go back and reread.  

Instructional Vocabulary: 

 fluency/fluently 

 prosody 

 accuracy 

 rate 

 automaticity 

 word recognition 

 expression 

 tone 

 phrasing/phrases/ 
clauses/ meaningful 
chunks 

 connected text 

 oral reading 

 choral reading 

 partner reading 

 repeated reading 

 Reader’s theater 

 running record 

 words correct per minute 
(WCPM)  

 context 

 

 


